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! MIAMI BEACE — AFL-CIO 7 President
Geovge Meany struck back at the charges
wWWailer Reulher nas heen hurling at him and
at the labor federation. But he purposely side-
‘stepped any frontal assault on't'ne United Auto
| Workers chiefl himself. o

i ; Mr. Mecany, at a press commcr.ce, read &
+ | carefully worded  siatement. which, ‘without
R " lever referrring’ direetly to Mr. Reutier, told
sthe UAW president. th at the place io make
-complaints . is inside the {federation, mnot
‘outside. The statement, and Mr. . Meany's an-
"swers to 1v}7orteks" left ne Goubt
“of the tion that no
. tuscful purpose will be served by an open bat-
* "tle now over Mr. Reuther's resignation from

‘the AFL-CIO Executive Council and his
. icharges that the fetievation is ‘“‘stalled on

‘dead center” under the Meany ieadership. [For
‘an exarninalion of what M, " Reuther hopes
'to achx‘c»e by his mdmonamt’coursc, piease
turn to page 18.] B

Mr. Meany stoutly refused to expand on his
hine-paragrapn . stalement, “There it is,” he
.said, -‘nold‘n;;‘ up the statement. “That's
‘there is to it ‘ L

Inthe stateracnt, which was adopted unan-
“imously by the 28-amermber Executive COunCn,
the ‘federaiion president replied to Mr. Reuih-
‘ex's comma‘nt of “undemocrahc" Veany con-
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trol of the council by declaring
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.‘.

- A . . .
) - T

that it oper-
ates on.''an open agenda.” ‘ .

“Any matter that any member of the coun-
cil desires to have considered by the council
is -considered, fully and freely, to the point of

"decision,” the statement said.-

" Then he directed-a barb at Mr. Reutner

inability to rally voting strength on the coun-
cil by adaing: “There is only one limitation
upon the extent to:which.any individual or any

‘organization within the.frade union movement

can influence the dircction of the AFL-CIO, its

programs and policies’ or -the- character and’

identity of it{s leadership. As in any demo-
cratic order,

that ineir. proposals- are sound, and that.thelr
alternatives are. preferable. Neither size, - fi-

nancial resources, nor extravagance .of- lan-|
guage.can overcome or substifute for that sim-|

pie basic reguirement.”
© Mr, Meany said. the vacant Reutner seat is

, o be filled at.this sessjon 'of the councxl But!

he declared that he wouldn't “discuss the Rew
ther.case any other place’” hut within the coun-
cils of the AFL-CIO. He insisted that f‘there 13
no feud, I haven't had a cross word thh Reu-,
ther in ihe last ifive years’ except over last.
yeaxr's, walkout of the. delegation .to. the Inter-
national Lahor, Or”famza.txon meeting,. when a,
Communist-bloc  couniry . replescntatwe was
“I have had
rothing "hut ihie nicest relahons” with Mr. Reu-
ther, he remarked. .
. To questions about’ poss;ble AI‘L‘CIO in-
-olvement with the Central Intelligence Agen-
-cy, Mr. Mcany said he “knows nothing about”’
| reports that the American Newspaper Guild,
an ATL-CIO affiliate, ‘received CIA- money- for
inlernational activities through “several.foundas
iioas, Asked if the CTIA had financed any AFL-
CIO operntiom Mr. Meany snapped: ‘‘Abso-
jdulely not.”’ Victor Reuther, brother of Walter’
né head of the UAW's international depart-
moent, had claimed that thie.CIA. had funneled
‘fnoncy into Laiin Anierica through.the Ameri-
can Instituie of Free Lahor Development; an

.j organization puxt)y supportcd and unanced by

the AFL-CIO. i "

. Mr. Meany added that he nas a ‘‘natural,
ingrained oppnsition Lo spy operations.” He
said he feels that the CTA can f{ylfill its role

“th..out subsidxzmg 1he trade uninn move-
mc*\t

they must be able to persuade|
‘the majority that their :complaints are valid,
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